
JOSEPH’S JOURNEY

Raised by a hard-working, widowed immigrant 
mother, “Eric” learned early in life that there is no 
shame in working your way up from the bottom.

Shortly after high school—eager to find a way to help 
his mom make ends meet—he tried restaurant work. 
He quickly rose to management and succeeded 
wherever he worked for more than 20 years.

At the same time he was experiencing vocational 
success, Eric was also battling profound emotional 
pain. In addition to the financial hardships of his 
youth, he was deeply traumatized by the loss of his 
father when he was 3 years old and the untimely 
death of his brother in his early 20s.

The long hours and high stress levels of his work 
helped distract him, but did nothing to promote 
inner healing. Eventually no amount of medication or 
therapy could keep him going. He struggled just to 
get out of bed each day and his memory deteriorated. 
When he could no longer function at work, he lost his 
job. His financial and emotional problems eventually 
led to the loss of his marriage, home and car. 

Thankfully, a caseworker at the Center for Families 
and Children recommended Joseph’s Home.

“I interviewed at Joseph’s Home two months before 
being admitted. I was hesitant because I was hoping 
my situation would change,” said Eric. “When my 
water was turned off and I knew I would be evicted,  
I decided it was my best option.”

At Joseph’s Home, he received medication 
supervision. His memory problems had previously 
made it difficult to ensure he took his medications 

as prescribed. As his psychological health began to 
improve, so did his physical health. His blood sugar 
levels and blood pressure dramatically improved,  
and his memory also began improving.

He applied for disability benefits, created a housing 
plan and joined a church. Church members picked 
him up weekly for services while he was at Joseph’s 
Home. He graduated from Joseph’s Home in March 
and now lives in a two-bedroom apartment, where 
his daughter can come for overnight visits. He hopes 
to go back to school to train for a job in an industry 
with less stress than restaurant management.

“Joseph’s Home is incredible. I was put on a path 
there. My perspective on health has really changed 
and I’m more blessed now,” said Eric. 
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Your support of the 
2013 Annual Fund 

will help men like 
Eric heal their lives. 

Please send your gift 

today, or donate online  

at josephshome.com.

Board Acts to Improve  
Resident Comfort and Safety
MUCH-NEEDED A IR CONDI T IONING PROJEC T MOVES FORWARD

By Rich Gallagher

At our March meeting, the Joseph’s Home Board of Directors voted 
unanimously to move forward immediately with installation of an air 
conditioning system in the Joseph’s Home facility. The project, now in the 
planning and design stage, will be complete sometime this summer.

For years, we recognized the urgent need to air condition the entire building. 
Indoor temperatures during the summer months are not only uncomfortable, 
but we believe they are unacceptably dangerous for residents with severe 
illness. The problem has been the design of our building. Window air 
conditioners, though inexpensive, are highly impractical for our windows, 
walls and electrical system. Central forced-air systems we previously 
investigated cost at least $150,000.  continued on back cover
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In 2012, a record 470 organizations and individuals supported Joseph’s Home with financial 

contributions of more than $575,000. This incredible outpouring of support is immensely 

gratifying. But, it’s also vitally important to serving vulnerable homeless men suffering from 

serious illness. Your gifts make this ministry possible.

To celebrate this milestone and to recognize the generosity and sacrifice of our donors, we 

are publishing our first-ever donor honor roll. All supporters who made at least one financial 

contribution are listed, unless they requested to remain anonymous. Many others also 

contributed in-kind items, such as clothing, household items or furniture, or volunteered 

their time. Know that the residents, board and staff of Joseph’s Home are deeply grateful for 

each and every gift. We treasure your partnership with us. Please continue to keep Joseph’s 

Home in your thoughts, prayers and charitable giving plans. Thank you!

2012 Donor Honor Roll 
Thank You Loyal Supporters

BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS

American Greetings Corp. 
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff LLP 
Business Communication Solutions, Inc. 
Catholic Cemeteries Association 
Catholic Charities Health & Human Services
Catholic Community Connection 
The Center for Health Affairs 
Charter One 
Communion of Saints Parish 
Congregation of St. Joseph 
Corservice Group LLC 
Dave’s Supermarket 
Famicos Foundation 
GMA Consultants 
Grafton Correctional Institution 
Hanna, Campbell & Powell 
Holy Family Church 
KeyBank 
Light of Hearts Villa 
Mid-America Consulting Group 
Mobil Martin 
New Avenues to Independence 
Northeast Ohio Medical University 
OBM 
Ohio Permanente Medical Group, Inc. 
Orca House 
The Plain Dealer 
Poling Law 
Precision Environmental 
Recovery Resources 
Regina Health Center 
Reminger Co. LPA 
The Right Word 
Sisters of Charity Health System, Inc. 
Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine 

South Lakewood Womans Club 
St. Bridget Church 
St. John Medical Center 
St. Martin De Porres High School 
St. Mary Parish 
St. Vincent Medical Group 
Steam-N-Clean, Inc. 
TelecomPioneers 
United Healthcare 
University Hospitals Health System

FOUNDATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS

Abington Foundation 
Alvin, Lottie and Rachel Gray Fund 
Eva L. & Joseph M. Bruening Foundation 
Community West Foundation 
FM Global Foundation 
The Giant Eagle Foundation 
Lubrizol Foundation 
The Mt. Sinai Health Care Foundation
The Murphy Family Foundation 
Musca Family Charitable Fund 
The Nord Family Foundation 
Ohio Department of Development, Ohio Energy Resources 
The Elisabeth Severance Prentiss Foundation 
Reuter Foundation 
Sisters of Charity Foundation of Cleveland 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland, Inc. 
Woodruff Foundation

The parable of the 
“Good Samaritan” 

influences my support 
of Joseph’s Home.  
The priest crossed 
to the other side of 

the street to avoid an 
injured man. I want 

to follow the example 
of the samaritan and 
support the men who 

are in need of help.

— Bishop Roger W. Gries, O.S.B.



INDIVIDUALS 

Charles R. Abbey & Bonnie L. Abbey
Dr. Christopher L. Adelman & Kathleen Mylecraine
Venetia Alston
Alvin J. Alvarez
Carol M. Ambers
Dick Ambrose & Mary Beth Ambrose
Teresa C. Andreani
Kevin J. Aprile & Dr. Lynn M. Aprile
Chad Arbogast & Amy M. Arbogast
David J. Arko & Marge Arko
Antoinette Arnold
Marilyn August
Gilbert Aumiller, Jr. & Margaret Aumiller
Robin J. Bachman
Kathleen M. Barile
Judith A. Barnes & Dale R. Barnes
Mary E. Barrett
Dr. John A. Bastulli & Lorene Bastulli
Robert L. Bazzarelli
William T. Beaufait & Mary P. Beaufait
Richard C. Beercheck & Judith M. Beercheck
James Behling & Barbara B. Behling
Rachelle M. Bekoscke
Mary H. Belt
Elizabeth T. Bennett
James A. Beres
John B. Bertrand
John V. Biernacki, Sr.
Eduardo A. Bigornia & Lina A. Bigornia, M.D.
Frank J. Bird II & Debra A. Bird
Michael J. Biscaro, Psy.D.
Raymond B. Blaha, Jr.
Donald K. Blank & Margaret C. Blank
Ralph Bodziony
Florence M. Bolan
Vanida Boonkhanphol
Christine M. Bourslia & Azziz Bourslia
Cathleen Brenninghouse
Dorothy M. Brock
Kathleen Brockman
Agnes M. Brodnik
Dennis J. Brody & Helen M. Brody
Robert M. Brogan
Jacquelyn A. Brown
Jan Brunnett
Dorothy Budzek
Shawn D. Buffman & Gina Buffman
Katherine Bukovec
Frances D. Burke
Terrence W. Burke & Kathleen S. Burke
The Honorable Annette G. Butler
John M. Byrne & Marianne Byrne
Robert L. Cady, Jr. & Deanna M. Cady
John E. Caja & Bernardine Caja
Leonard M. Calabrese
Josephine C. Capretta
Greg J. Carafelli
Robert Casey & Claire M. Casey
Donald P. Chapello & Dorothy M. Chapello
Dr. Richard E. Christie & Dolores L. Christie, Ph.D.
Frances Cizel
Bernard E. Clark & Doris M. Clark
Patrick Cleary-Burns
Dick Clough
James M. Conley & Victoria S. Conley
The Honorable Colleen C. Cooney & John Cooney
Hugh J. Corrigan
William H. Corrigan & Judith A. Corrigan
James Costabile & Toni Costabile

James M. Craciun
Susan J. Cramer
Frederick P. Crespy & Joyce A. Crespy
Dr. James E. Cuglewski & Patricia A. Cuglewski
Marilyn Cunin
Marguerite M. Cunningham
James G. Dalessandro
Don Daugherty & Anne Daugherty
John J. Dee & Mary E. Dee
Ross DeJohn, Sr. & Carmella DeJohn
David A. DelPropost & Andra DelPropost
Diane M. Demko
William M. Denihan & Mary Denihan
Louis A. Di Domenico & Grace M. Di Domenico
Gabriel Di Francesco & Nancy A. Di Francesco
Anthony M. DiGeronimo & Susan DiGeronimo
Eileen Dignan
Francis Dinda & Jane Dinda
Doreen B. Dippel
Barbara Dobay
John Dougherty & Karen Dougherty
Stanley C. Drabik & Edith K. Drabik
Michael Drain
Frederick DuProw & Carolyn DuProw
Mary Lou Durkin
Howard H. Eckert & Marilyn A. Eckert
Dr. Robert M. Eiben
Nadine Ezzie
Pat Fagan
Art J. Falco & Maryann A. Falco
James Faroni
Arthur F. Fifolt
Ronald R. Filkill & Janet Filkill
Jennifer L. Fintz
Daniel F. Flower
James K. Foley & Marie A. Foley
Joseph T. Forristell & Beverly A. Forristell
Barbara Francis
Sr. Linda Franel, C.S.J.
George S. Frankovich & Rosanna C. Frankovich
Fr. Sheldon M. Franz
Dr. Paul M. Fumich & Alice E. Fumich
Grace H. Galati
Bill Gallagher & Joan Gallagher
John E. Gallagher & Eileen F. Gallagher
John F. Gallagher & Dorothy S. Gallagher
Kevin M. Gallagher & Shell Gallagher
The Honorable Patrick F. Gallagher  
   & Eileen B. Gallagher
Richard C. Gallagher & Ally Gallagher
Noreen E. Garriga
Helen Gebura
Joseph Geiger
Harold J. German & J.M. German
Alexander E. Gertsburg & Inna Gertsburg
Fred R. Gillen
Patricia Gilman-Frisch
Christopher Goebl
James Goebl & Barbara Goebl
James R. Good & Rita Ann Good
Monica P. Gorris
Dennis M. Grapo & Arlene M. Grapo
Patricia Graves
John A. Green & Estelle M. Green
Neil J. Green & Joyce E. Green

Kenneth J. Gregg & Janet S. Gregg
The Most Rev. Roger W. Gries, OSB
Gail A. Grizzell
Timothy V. Gunn & Delores M. Gunn
Barbara Gustafson
Erin Hall & Denis Hall
John T. Halloran
D. Eileen Hamblen
Rosemary E. Harrison
Jacquelyn R. Hawkins
Dave Heigle & Loretta Heigle
Kathy Heigle & David Heigle
Thomas C. Henry
Darlene Hernandez & Robert J. Hernandez
Fausto G. Hidalgo & Maria C. Hidalgo
Rowland T. Hilovsky
Andrew C. Hirsch & Marie Hirsch
Sophia J. Hocevar
Allan Hochschild & Jackie Hochschild
Margaret Hodakievic
Jerry W. Hoegner
Roland J. Horvath
Bob H. Howell & Donna Howell
Rev. Paul J. Hritz
Mary A. Hujer & Frank K. Hujer
Riana Hummer
Michael Hurley & Sandi-Lu Hurley
Fred M. Hustey II & Victoria R. Hustey
Georgia B. Ireland
Margaret Ann Jablonski
Georgette Jackson
Mary C. Jacob
John A. James & Mary F. James
Leonard M. Jankowski & Dolores M. Jankowski
Jeffrey S. Jeney & Autumn Jeney
Chip Joseph
Mary S. Joyce
Michael A. Jurchenko & Nancy L. Jurchenko
Peter Kaczor & Bonnie A. Kaczor
Constance P. Kadja
Barbara Kahoun
Steve J. Kaselak & Rose Mary Kaselak
Daniel G. Kaufman & Jacquelyn J. Kaufman
Patricia J. Keating
Gail Keegan & Patrick Keegan
Sr. Cheryl Keehner, C.S.A.
Margaret A. Keenan
Thomas C. Keith & Doris Keith
Jean G. Keller
Mary C. Kennard
Marilyn C. Kilbane
George Kilcoyne & Bernice Kilcoyne
Mark D. Kindt & Mary Ellen Kindt
Coletta A. Knecht
Jacob Knechtges
Thomas F. Kneier & Marie Kneier
Samuel Knezevic & Patricia A. Knezevic
Saundra Kolt
John J. Koral & Mary Ann Koral
Paul Kortan
Richard J. Kosmerl & Maureen C. Kosmerl
Lawrence W. Kovalcik & Joan Kovalcik
Laurence J. Kowalski & Kathleen V. Kowalski
James B. Krimmel & Judith N. Krimmel
Irene Krotz

I support Joseph’s Home because no one should leave a hospital and 
not have someone to help care for him in the weeks after a medical 
crisis. And a safe environment and warm bed are vital to that recovery
               — Judge Colleen Cooney



Cyrilla M. Kuchta
Gordon La Ganke & Margaret C. La Ganke
Rita M. Labella
Mary Jo Lackamp
Dr. John T. Lanning, Jr. & Patricia A. Lanning
Mary Ann Lanser
Charles J. Lauer & Joan Lauer
Susan J. Lawlor
Gary M. Lazroff
James P. Le Gros & Kathleen A. Le Gros
Thomas A. Liederbach & Virginia A. Liederbach
Dr. Luis A. Llerena & Dr. Amelia V. Llerena
Frank E. Loiacono
Leonard LoPorto
Sr. Sandy LoPorto, SSJ-TOSF
Laverne M. Loschiavo
Roseanne Lozar
Charles J. Lucas & Josephine A. Lucas
James B. Macko & Deena M. Macko
Lucile H. Maher
Chuck Maimbourg II & Rita A. Maimbourg
Patrick W. Malloy, Jr. & Adele A. Malloy
Kathleen M. Manuel
James N. Martin
Rosemarie Maruschak
Jessica Mathewson
Mary K. Maxson
Robert C. Maynard & Agnes Maynard
Clare McCann
Mark F. McCarthy & Karen M. McCarthy
Brenda McDonald
John P. McGinty & Alice McGinty
Mary K. McGorray
John E. McGrath
Joan E. McGuire
Anne K. McIntyre
Mary A. McKeown & Robert J. McKeown
Mary A. McKown
James J. McNamee & Mary Jean McNamee
Rev. Jack B. McNulty
Leo F. McNulty & Francine M. McNulty
Barbara Meder
Michael D. Mele & Mary D. Mele
Margaret Mellette
Guy V. Mercer & Kathy Mercer
Richard A. Meyer & Antoinette Meyer
Donald E. Miller
Samuel H. Miller & Marie Miller
Gina Mingo
Marianne T. Monahan & Thomas J. Monahan
Keith Moody

John Moore & Mary Moore
Gerald F. Moran & Barbara E. Moran
Nancy Moran
Martin Morisky & Lillian Morisky
Henry Moscarino & Carol A. Moscarino
Nathan P. Munn & Shelly D. Munn
Rich Murray & Lynn Murray
Anthony J. Musca & Molly A. Musca
Margaret Mustard
John D. Myslenski & Marsha G. Myslenski
Joseph Naegele
Fredrick Nagel & Helen M. Nagel
Rosemary Nardone
Lillian Nawalanic
Lucille J. Neola & Gerard Neola
Elizabeth J. Nero
Susan Niemczura
Charles J. Nock & Patricia Nock
Christopher Normille
Albert Nortof & Alice M. Nortof
John E. Norton & Karen R. Norton
Frank J. Novotny & Maryjo Novotny
Frank J. Oblak & Rose Marie Oblak
Matthew B. O’Connor
Tim O’Connor
Rev. James P. O’Donnell
Matthew C. O’Hearn III & Karen O’Hearn
Constance M. Ohman
John E. O’Malley & Catherine M. O’Malley
Paul R. O’Neill & Norahann O’Neill
Thomas J. O’Neill & Bernardine O’Neill
Maureen O’Neill-Laszlo & Charles K. Laszlo
Mary J. Orosz
Helena Oroz
David J. Oster
Maria J. Peklo
Joseph L. Petrello & Joan H. Petrello
Ernest Petti & Martha M. Petti
Michael Phillips
Lawrence A. Piatak & Johanna M. Piatak
Frank Pikovsky
The Most Rev. Anthony M. Pilla
James P. Piskura
Virgil L. Pittman, Jr.
Frank Pocci & Ida Pocci
Michael Policarpo
Steve Ponisciak & Ellen Ponisciak
Joseph G. Ponyik & Lisa L. Ponyik
Mary Kathryn Poptic
Williette Powell
Gordon Priemer & Carolyn T. Priemer
Dr. Taveevatana PringpuangKeo  
   & Margaret M. PringpuangKeo
Melvin G. Pye, Jr. & Deborah Pye
Joseph D. Quirarte & Rita M. Quirarte
William Racy
Bernice Raineri
Donald G. Rambacher & Rose Rambacher
Richard C. Riccardi & Diane L. Riccardi
Chris J. Ricchiuto & Marie Ricchiuto
Diane Roberto
Rose M. Rohal & James B. Rohal
Laurie S. Rokakis & Jim Rokakis
Daniel Rose
Deborah L. Rovito
Susan Rudin
John A. Rusnaczyk, Jr. & Susan M. Rusnaczyk
Lisa M. Ryan
Dr. Robert E. Rzewnicki & Debra Rzewnicki
Michael A. Salatka
Marcia Samp

John E. Sasso & Maryellen C. Sasso
Donald Saxton & Loraine Saxton
Joseph Sbrocco
Kathleen R. Schack
Gary Schiavoni & Mary Anne Schiavoni
Thomas Schoen & S. Schoen
Douglas A. Scholle & Leona M. Scholle
James H. Schrantz
Marion E. Schuckert
Curtis Scruggs
John Seavers & Karen Seavers
Betsy Shaughnessy
Nancy Sheldon
John Shimko & Monica K. Shimko
Eileen M. Slam
James P. Slivka & Nora C. Slivka
Raymond Smith & Jeanne Smith
Shirley Soules
Dr. Robert Spangler & Donna L. Spangler
Jack St. John
Heather A. Stoll & Tibor L. Regele
Patricia Studer
Joanne Stuimer
Joan Sturbaum
Michael J. Sullivan
The Honorable Gerald F. Sweeney  
   & Bride Ann Sweeney
Jane Sweeney
Joseph A. Sweeney & Margaret A. Sweeney
William F. Sweeney, Jr.
Marjorie A. Swindell
James Tabaczynski
Michael M. Tarcson
Sr. Mary Dorothy Tecca, C.S.A.
Rev. John M. Tezie
Mercita Thailing
Richard D. Thomas & Jean M. Thomas
Geraldine Thome
Gerald R. Thompson & Eileen H. Thompson
Dorothy C. Tickle
James R. Tipping
Thomas A. Tracy & Mary B. Tracy
Goran Trubaic & Vela Trubaic
Loretta M. Truhan
Dorothy M. Trvalik
Nancy A. Vangieson
Lawrence J. Verbriar
Rozanne F. Victory
Kay M. Vine
Rev. Eileen F. Vizcaino
Michael J. Voinovich & Elaine M. Voinovich
Louis C. Von Hof & Natalie G. Von Hof
Christina Walker & James McNealy
Wayne Walker
Robert K. Walling & Arlene R. Walling
Rev. Francis P. Walsh
Robert W. Wardega
Susan L. Wayne
Joseph H. Weiss, Jr.
Tammy Westerman
John Wetzel
William A. Whitney
Mark E. Wiedt & Christie Kilbane Wiedt
Georgina G. Williams
William C. Willis & Clarke Willis
Michael R. Wooley
Carl G. Wysocki & Constance S. Wysocki
Fr. Gordon Yahner
Sondra M. Yurick & Eugene G. Yurick
Harry A. Zilli, Jr.

Listening to Sister Joan speak of how 

Joseph’s Home provides shelter for 

men struggling to get back on their 

feet, I felt as if St. Joseph himself was 

reaching out to me and telling me to 

help continue to nurture a positive and 

caring environment for men to regain 

their independence. I will continue 

to urge my friends and family to help 

support Joseph’s Home because I feel 

that my entire life has been blessed  

by St. Joseph. — Colleen Petrello

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this listing of donors. If your name has been misspelled, listed incorrectly or omitted,  

we sincerely apologize and ask you to please contact Development Manager Nathan Munn at 216.875.4634 so that we may correct our records.



Lives Healed, Empowered, Transformed

NE W  B EGINNING S
Mr. Sarvas, 2013

In 2011 and 2012, Mr. Sarvas lost his job, marriage 

and house. He also lost his right leg from diabetes 

complications. When the bank took his home, he called 

the United Way’s 2-1-1 help number and was referred 

to Joseph’s Home. He arrived in October 2012 with a 

severely infected left foot. In November, his left leg had to 

be amputated. Now a double amputee, he learned to walk 

on prosthetic legs while at Joseph’s Home and managed 

to get his diabetes under control. Mr. Sarvas graduated 

April 5 and now lives independently in an apartment. He 

remains mobile and drives himself around town in his van, 

which he retrofitted with hand controls.

ALUMNI ACCOMPLISHMENTS

UPDAT E S 

Mr. Hunt, 2011

When Mr. Hunt lost the toes on his 

right foot due to diabetes, he was 

discharged to the streets. He ended 

up in a homeless shelter, spending 

days outside in the cold. Luckily, 

he quickly found Joseph’s Home, 

where he recovered from surgery 

and graduated in 2011. He lives 

independently and enjoys seeing 

his grandchildren. He goes to the VA 

Medical Center regularly and now 

has his diabetes under control. To 

stay busy, he occasionally helps a 

friend with construction work.

“ I was destitute, sitting outside in  

the cold after surgery. Joseph’s Home 

worked with me and let me heal. They 

have good people that really care.”    

    — MR. HUNT

Mr. Collins, 2010

Mr. Collins received the therapy 

he needed while at Joseph’s Home 

to properly recover from nerve 

impingement. After graduating in 

2010, he took a job cooking at Olive 

Garden. He moved to a new job at 

Outback Steakhouse in November 

2012. He recently became a 

grandfather and hopes to go to 

culinary school to become a chef.

Aleks, 2012

Aleks came to Joseph’s Home 

in January 2012, six days after 

getting sober. He became 

hooked on pills after a series of 

surgeries to lengthen his right 

leg, which was disfigured by 

polio. He graduated in August 

2012 and moved to Opportunity 

House in Garfield Heights, which 

provides permanent supportive 

housing for 18- to 24-year-old 

homeless men. He is working a 

part-time restaurant job, plans to 

move to an apartment in July and 

is enrolled in a two-year physical 

therapy assistant program 

that starts in May. He plans to 

eventually pursue a doctorate 

degree in physical therapy. 

He reports that his leg is 90% 

recovered from his surgeries.

 “Joseph’s Home saved my 
life. There’s not enough 

good things to say.”
 —MR. COLLINS

“ When you have a blessing like  

this, you can’t abuse it. Joseph’s  

Home taught me humility and  

open-mindedness”   — ALEKS



Find Us Online Visit www.josephshome.com to get news and updates, connect with Joseph’s 
Home on Facebook, make secure online donations, learn about volunteer opportunities and more.

2013 Annual Fund  
Needs Your Support
It costs approximately $175 a day to serve 

each of our residents. Your tax-deductible 

donations provide year-round care and 

programming for homeless men who are too 

sick to find permanent housing. Please send 

your gift today in the attached envelope or 

donate at josephshome.com. Thank you and 

blessings on you and your loved ones.

WISH LIST
Help us continue to be a blessing to our residents. We would be grateful  

if you could donate special funds to help purchase these items, or donate  

them in coordination with Facilities & Operations Manager Edison Mosley, II  

at 216.685.1551. 

• Tools—household and gardening

• Summer clothes

• Men’s underwear (L & XL)

•  Art supplies—canvases and 

acrylic paints

•  Computers (in good shape) 

• Towels and wash cloths 

 • Housewares for men being discharged

•  Men’s personal hygiene items (razors, 

shaving cream, soap, toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant)

• Twin bed sheet sets 

In late 2011, after lengthy bipartisan negotiations, Congress and President Obama agreed to 

the Budget Control Act of 2011 in order to raise the debt ceiling. If Congress could not agree 

on a deficit-reducing budget before the end of 2012, across-the-board cuts, commonly referred 

to as sequestration, would take place between 2013 and 2021. The sequestration provision was 

intended to act as a deterrent to inaction; however it was triggered in March.

With broad cuts of more than 8 percent to non-defense discretionary programs, it is estimated 

that cuts to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) funded Homeless 

Assistance grants could result in nearly 146,000 people losing access to housing. In Ohio alone, 

the non-partisan research and policy institute, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, reports 

that when compared to 2012 funding, the state will receive $4.5 million less in homeless 

assistance and nearly $13 million less in public housing assistance as a result of sequestration.

Overall, the cuts to key programs are too recent to understand the full impact, but every program that receives federal funding 

to provide assistance to the needy must expect federal dollars to decrease in coming years.  Locally, the HUD cuts will negatively 

impact the ability of the Cleveland/Cuyahoga County Continuum of Care network to provide resources to organizations that 

assist individuals in transitioning from homelessness into stable housing. 

Commenting on the potential decrease of federal funding, Joseph’s Home Executive Director Georgette Jackson said, “The board 

and management of Joseph’s Home recognize that moving forward we need to ensure we are increasing the diversity of our 

funding sources as much as possible. Contributions from private individuals, businesses, churches and community organizations—

historically a small portion of our income—are increasingly important to our ability to care for the homeless men we serve.”

Kyle Miller is manager of Government Affairs and Public Policy, Sisters of Charity Health System. He can be reached by email  

at kmiller@sistersofcharityhealth.org. 

Sequestration Cuts Leave Future Funding Uncertain
BY K YLE MILLER

Healing shouldn’t 
depend on politics.

Help maintain access  

to quality care for  

homeless men. Please  

send your gift today,  

or donate online  

at josephshome.com.



Staff Completes Mental 
Health First Aid Training
According to Recovery Resources, one 

in four adults in the United States will 

suffer from a mental health illness this 

year. Because of its prevalence, all 

Joseph’s Home staff members, interns, 

four residents and several volunteers 

completed a Mental Health First Aid 

training course offered by Recovery 

Resources. Between February 13 and 

March 15, participants completed 12 

hours of training to receive a Mental 

Health First Aid certificate. The training 

was developed to help participants

identify, understand and respond to 
signs of mental illness and substance 
use disorders.

Joseph’s Home Benefits  
from B’laster Chili Open
The Strongsville Rotary’s B’laster 
Chili Open Golf Classic at the 
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds is a 
major fundraising event. Thanks to 
the Strongsville Rotary for selecting 
Joseph’s Home as a beneficiary for 
its 22nd annual event, which was 
held February 23. The event helped 
raise much-needed funds for several 
Northeast Ohio nonprofit organizations.

Residents Participate in 
Medicaid Expansion Rally
Residents Robert Alexander and John 
Whaley and a group of concerned 
advocates with the Sisters of Charity 
Health System joined more than 
2,500 people April 11 for a rally at the 
Statehouse in Columbus to support 
Medicaid expansion. The rally was  
held to encourage the Ohio House  
of Representatives to bring back 
Governor John Kasich’s plan to extend 
Medicaid health care access to roughly 
275,000 Ohioans.

June 27, 
2013: 
Perseverance in Hope:  
The 2013 Joseph’s Home 
Benefit Anniversary Luncheon
Help us celebrate 13 years of 
changing lives at our annual benefit 
luncheon June 27 at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Doubletree Hotel, 1111 Lakeside 
Avenue in Cleveland. The cost is 
$50 per person. All funds raised go 
directly to providing services that 
heal, empower and transform the 
lives of homeless men in Northeast 
Ohio. The keynote speaker is Dick 
Russ, former television news anchor 
at WKYC and now vice president of 
resource development for North Coast 
Community Homes. 
Sponsorships are available. For more 

information, contact Development Manager 

Nathan Munn at 216.875.4634. To purchase 

tickets, visit josephshome.com.

Celebrating the Feast of St. Joseph
On March 19, more than 50 supporters and friends of Joseph’s Home 

gathered at St. Vincent Charity Medical Center to celebrate the  

Feast of St. Joseph and to recognize the 470 organizations, 

foundations and individuals who supported Joseph’s Home financially 

in 2012. Father Neil Kookoothe of The Church of St. Clarence in 

North Olmsted officiated a Mass in honor of St. Joseph. Father 

Isidore Munishi of St. Vincent Charity Medical Center and Father 

Michael Franz of St. Stephen Roman Catholic Church served as 

concelebrants. Danny O’Brien of The Church of St. Clarence served 

as musician. After Mass, guests enjoyed a breakfast reception.

(l to r) Frank Loiacono, Father Michael Franz, Father Isidore Munishi of Cleveland; Marie 

and Andrew Hirsch at the Feast of St. Joseph
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Joseph’s Home, a ministry of the 
Sisters of Charity Health System, 
provides a nurturing, caring 
environment for men without 
resources who have acute medical 
needs, helping them heal and 
achieve independence.

I T  IS  OUR MISSION : :
In mid-2012, our dream became much more viable 
when we discovered a system costing around 
$75,000. It uses individual cooling units installed 
in the walls of each room. We resolved to make this 
project happen before another summer came and 
went. Part of the project has been underwritten 
by a generous grant from the Elisabeth Severance 
Prentiss Foundation. However, there is still time 
and a need for more funders to help us make this 
dramatic step forward in the quality of the care we 
provide for severely ill homeless men.

For more information about this project and how 
you or your organization can help, contact Executive 
Director Georgette Jackson at 216.685.1551.

Rich Gallagher is the Joseph’s Home treasurer and chair 
of the finance committee. He is a senior examiner credit 
specialist for the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland. 

correction: In the Joseph’s Journey February 

2013 e-newsletter, the Generosity from Parishes 

Overwhelms Residents and Families article in the 

“News Briefs and Events” section inadvertently 

omitted listing St. Richard Parish as one of several 

parishes that collected Christmas presents.

continued from page 1


